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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 


East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone  487. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1963,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Regula¬ 
tion  15  (5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  and  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1  /64. 

During  the  year  195  residents  in  the  Rural  District  died  compared  with 
154  in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  of  11-2  deaths  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion,  which  has  been  adjusted  by  means  of  a  comparability  factor  which 
enables  the  rate  to  be  fairly  compared  with  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole 
or  with  other  areas,  was  a  little  lower  than  both  County  and  National  rates. 

Nineteen  children  died  during  the  year,  nine  of  them  during  the  first 
year  of  life  and,  of  these  nine,  six  died  within  the  first  few  days  after  birth 
from  causes  associated  with  prematurity.  Of  the  remainder,  some  were 
potentially  avoidable  deaths  being  due  to  accidental  causes.  These  latter 
will  be  considered  at  the  same  time  as  the  adult  accidental  deaths  in  following 
next  paragraphs. 

There  were  three  road  deaths.  An  18  months  old  North  Tidworth  child 
died  as  a  result  of  falling  from  a  car  in  motion;  a  13  year  old  boy,  also  from 
North  Tidworth,  received  multiple  injuries  when  in  collision  with  a  military 
police  vehicle  while  cycling  home  from  school;  a  47  year  old  Pewsey  lorry 
driver  died  as  a  result  of  a  pedal  cycle/pedestrian  accident. 

The  other  accidents  involved  a  4  months  old  North  Tidworth  child 
from  inhalation  of  vomit;  a  7  year  old  Netheravon  boy  by  drowning  in  the 
Avon;  a  73  year  old  Pewsey  man  through  the  fire  caused  when  an  oil  lamp 
overturned  in  his  room;  a  73  year  old  Everleigh  woman  from  injuries  caused 
by  a  fall  while  trying  to  get  out  of  bed. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1963,  adjusted  to  allow  for  population  structure, 
was  24-1,  considerably  higher  than  both  County  and  National  rates.  Nineteen 
of  these  births  were  illegitimate,  the  illegitimacy  rate  of  3-8%  being  much 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  infant  mortality  rate,  18-2,  compares 
favourably  with  the  County  and  National  rates  and  the  stillbirth  rate  of  6-0 
per  1,000  total  births  was  also  a  low  one  in  1963,  although  too  much 
importance  should  not  be  attached  to  rates  based  on  relatively  small  absolute 
numbers  as  these  can  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year,  as  demonstrated 
in  the  preamble  to  last  year’s  Report. 

Of  the  204  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  by  practitioners  in  the 
area,  185  were  cases  of  measles.  The  dysentery  notifications  mainly  related 
to  in-patients  of  Pewsey  hospital  and  with  one  exception,  a  flexner  case, 
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were  of  the  common  sonne  type.  In  addition,  we  received  information  about 
a  single  case  of  Salmonella  westerstede  infection,  almost  certainly  acquired 
abroad;  this  cleared  up  very  quickly  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

Of  the  7  tuberculosis  notifications,  3  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  4 
concerned  Gurkha  personnel  or  their  families. 

Regarding  protection  against  infectious  diseases  by  immunisation,  I  am 
once  again  indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying 
statistics  concerning  work  carried  out  by  General  Practitioners  and  Medical 
Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department  in  respect  of  residents  in  this 
district.  Diphtheria  immunisation  (combined  in  most  cases  with  protection 
against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus)  was  completed  in  148  of  the  494 
children  born  during  the  year.  Some  of  these  children  would  be  too  young 
to  be  expected  to  have  had  a  complete  course  by  the  end  of  1963,  and  to 
obtain  some  idea  of  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  at  risk 
it  is  more  useful  to  consider  how  the  424  children  bom  in  1962  have  fared. 
Of  these,  the  figures  suggest  that  100  had  a  complete  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  1962,  and  a  further  243  in  1963,  giving 
a  total  of  343,  that  is  81%  (no  account  of  such  factors  as  migration  or 
infant  mortality  has  been  taken  in  arriving  at  this  rough  estimate). 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  was  carried  out  largely  by  the  use 
of  an  oral  vaccine.  A  rough  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  babies  protected 
in  this  way  can  be  made  by  considering  again  the  424  children  bom  during 
1962.  Of  these,  8  received  a  complete  course  in  1962  and  a  further  205 
during  1963,  giving  a  total  of  213,  or  50%. 

Only  145  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  were  performed  during 
the  year  (at  all  ages)  and  it  appears  that  a  large  number  of  children  may 
not  be  receiving  protection  against  this  dangerous  disease,  the  possibility  of 
the  entry  of  which  into  this  country  from  time  to  time  cannot  be  ignored, 
as  comparatively  recent  events  clearly  demonstrated. 

Several  old  people  living  alone  were  seen  during  the  year  where  the 
possibility  of  action  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accom¬ 
modation  under  the  provisions  of  section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  had  to  be  considered,  but  in  each  case  where  removal  was  necessary 
this  was  achieved  on  an  informal  basis  without  recourse  to  the  legal  powers. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  these  introductory  remarks  by  expressing  my 
thanks  to  all  members  of  the  District  Council  staff  for  their  helpfulness  on 
numerous  occasions,  to  my  Clerical  Assistant,  Miss  G.  M.  Boswell,  more 
especially  for  the  attention  she  has  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  this  Report, 
and  to  my  colleague,  Dr.  F.  J.  G.  Lishman,  who  has  kindly  acted  as  my 
deputy  whenever  it  has  been  necessary  for  me  to  be  away  from  the  district. 

/  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  I.  Lockett, 

June,  1964.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

Clerical  Assistant  and  Trainee 

Public  Health  Inspector 

Rodent  Operator 


H.  I.  Lockett,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 

T.  F.  Harding,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and 
S.I.E.J.B.  as  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tor  and  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  as 
Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector.) 

P.  Gladwin,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 
(Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and 
S.I.E.J.B.  as  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tor  and  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  as 
Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector.) 

L.  T.  Jones 


P.  N.  Raisey 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Borough 
of  Marlborough  and  the  Rural  District  Councils  of  Amesbury  and  Marl¬ 
borough  and  Ramsbury.  These  combined  districts  have  a  population  of 
62,440  and  an  area  of  235,289  acres.  They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  East  Wiltshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
Committee,  to  deal  with  all  matters  relating  to  the  office  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  also  performs  duties  for  the  Wiltshire 
County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service,  Education  and  Mental 
Health  Acts. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

75,828 

Number  of  parishes  ... 

25 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 

21,110 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  or  flats 

4,591 

Number  of  houses  or  flats  owned  by  the  Council  ... 

1,280 

Rateable  value 

£413,288 

Product  of  a  penny  rate 

£2,250 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

248 

246 

494 

Legitimate 

244 

231 

475 

Illegitimate 

4 

15 

19 

Still  Births 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

4 

5 

9 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

107 

88 

195 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

23.4 

24.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

9.2 

11.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

6.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

18.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

18.1 

Comparisons,  1963 


Pewsey 

Wiltshire 

England 

R.D. 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

24.1 

20.21 

18.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.2 

11.5 

12.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
births 

18.2 

20.75 

20.9 

4 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


Total 

1 

1 

5 

8 

6 

2 

9 

2 

1 

25 

36 

5 

31 

6 

2 

14 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

21 

2 

5 

195 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1963 


Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

Syphilitic  diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  . . . 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

„  „  lung,  bronchus 

„  „  breast 

„  „  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .. 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Totals 


Male  Female 

1  — 


4 

7 


4 
1 
1 

10 

22 

3 

16 

5 
1 
5 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

5 

1 

15 

14 
2 

15 
1 
1 
9 
3 
1 


1  — 

12  9 

2  — 

4  1 


107  88 


5 


H 

o 


K) 

O 


^  H  H  H 
d-  ^  c  c 

O  CT  rr 

O  5"  5 
■a  2.  n 
D-  c 


P 

CJQ 

O 

O 

c 

CTQ 

CT 


CO 

=.  3 

cr  cl 
rt>  ►— 
-t  £r 
n 

C  O 


CO 


•"d 

c 

n> 

,  *i 
*0 

a> 


g  3  ^  g 

C  ^  P-  P 


co 


c/>  c/5 

2  i 

rr  o> 
a  *g 
*-»  ^2. 
H 

CO 

ft 

o 

►*! 

•  *< 


3  a 

°  Tl 
2.  | 
Cl 


CL 


CL* 


aT  D 

<  £ 
n>  O 
-i  3 


cr  p 

W  OQ 

cr  o 
o 
o 
n 
n 

CL 


s  a  - 


JL 


•a 

o. 

CO* 

O 

D 

5' 

OQ 


n  ^  ^ 
c  CO  ^3 

^  ^  cr 

^  p  q. 

3  3  3 
8  »' 
TJ 
D* 

CL 


W  > 

c  2 
g  cr 

a  m 
CC  cl 
O  X 


c/5 


rt» 
n 

►i  P. 
C  O 

3  3 

cr i 


I  I 


I  M  |  |  |  |  |  -S  I  ^  I  <,  I  I  I 


*Ch 

& 

o- 


c« 

& 


At  all  ages 


I  I  I  l  l  i  l  l  I  I  I 


i  i  l  -  I  I  I 


I  l  I  I  I  i  I  I  I  I  I 


-MINI 


Under  1  year 


1  and  under 
3  years 


UJ 

UJ 


I  I  I  I  -  I  I  I  I 


I  I  I  -  I  I  I 


3  and  under 
5  years 


00 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  II  I  I 


2  111*111 
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10  and  under 
15  years 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


=  1111111 


15  and  under 
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25  and  under 
45  years 


I  I  I  -  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


I  I  -  I  I  I  I  I 


45  and  under 
65  years 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


I  I 


I  I  I  I 


I  I  I  I  1  I  1  I  I  I  1 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


65  years 
and  over 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963,  Classified  in  Age  Groups 


IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1963 

(By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer) 


(1)  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1954-58 

1949-53 

Primary  immunisations 
completed  during 

1963 

Diph. 

148 

243 

23 

3 

1 

14 

— 

Wh/c. 

143 

236 

22 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Tet. 

148 

243 

23 

3 

1 

13 

— 

Reinforcing  injections 
administered  during 
1963 

Diph. 

— 

50 

106 

23 

13 

111 

4 

Wh/c. 

— 

24 

61 

'12 

2 

16 

1 

Tet. 

— 

35 

93 

22 

12 

97 

4 

(2)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  + 

Vaccinations 

45 

26 

4 

10 

33 

8 

9 

10 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

32 

53 

(3)  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


Age  Group 

2nd  inj. 

3rd  inj. 

4th  inj. 

3  oral  doses 

3rd  oral  after 

2  injs. 

4th  oral  after 

2  injs.  plus  1 
oral  dose 

4th  oral  after 

3  injs.  or  3  oral 

Children  bom  in  1963 

35 

Children  born  in  1962 

2 

2 

— 

193 

10 

1 

— 

Children  bom  in  1961 

1 

2 

— 

97 

15 

12 

8 

Children  and  young 
persons  born  1943-60 

1 

3 

11 

105 

9 

12 

214 

Young  persons  bom 
1933-42 

4 

27 

3 

6 

Others 

2 

2 

53 

6 

1 

13 

Totals 

6 

13 

11 

510 

40 

29 

24  L 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 


Council  Offices, 

The  Old  Rectory, 

Pewsey. 

Telephone  2261. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  1963. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  the  number  of  visits  made  by  your 
officers  has  exceeded  5,000,  and  it  is  interesting  to  look  back  to  my  first 
report,  for  the  year  1954,  when  the  total  number  of  visits  made  was  2,591. 

This  is  a  yardstick  to  measure  the  growth  of  the  Department’s  work  over 
9  years,  and  it  is  quite  apparent  that  with  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  in  1964,  and  with  the  improve¬ 
ments  that  are  contemplated  in  the  Council’s  existing  services,  notably  refuse 
collection,  this  growth  will  continue. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Council  for  the  considerable  support  and 
encouragement  that  they  have  given  me  during  the  year:  my  thanks  are  also 
due  to  Dr.  Lockett  and  my  colleagues  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

/  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  Harding, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Movable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Bakehouses  and  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  re.  Pest  Control  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey  ...  ...  ...  839 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  895 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  (Schools,  Agriculture,  etc.)  ...  75 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  131 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Overcrowding  and  Allocation  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  568 

Council  House  Inspection  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  436 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  15 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  38 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  generally  ...  ...  29 

Visits  to  Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Milk  Sampling  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Total  ...  5,062 
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HOUSING 


During  1963  the  Council  erected  34  new  houses  and  bungalows,  20  less 
than  in  1962.  This  reduction  was  due  mainly  to  the  Council’s  desire  to  erect 
new  houses  in  conformity  with  the  improved  Design  Standards  suggested 
during  the  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Prepara¬ 
tion  of  these  designs  meant  a  late  start  to  the  1963  housing  programme, 
and  a  consequent  increase  in  the  number  of  urgent  cases  on  the  Housing 
Waiting  List  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  position  should  improve  in  early 
1964. 

There  has  also  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  non-urgent  cases 
on  the  Waiting  List.  A  large  proportion  of  these  applications  are  from 
people  living  in  rented  houses  who  wish  to  share  in  the  general  prosperity  to 
the  extent  of  having  houses  with  bathrooms  and  hot  water  supplies:  whilst 
the  Council’s  record  in  regard  to  Improvement  Grants  is  an  excellent  one, 
owner/occupiers  and  farm  tenants  have  been  the  principal  beneficiaries  under 
the  scheme  so  far.  Some  method  of  compulsion  to  provide  these  amenities 
will  be  necessary  before  the  average  tenanted  house  is  brought  up  to  stan¬ 
dard:  we  have  tried  persuasion  in  many  cases,  and  it  has  generally  failed. 
Power  to  require  the  improvement  of  tenanted  houses  would  result  in  a 
greatly  reduced  non-urgent  Waiting  List. 

Demand  for  Improvement  Grants  has  remained  at  approximately  the 
same  level  for  several  years,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  level  represents  the 
maximum  that  the  building  industry  in  the  area  can  manage.  During  1963 
applications  for  62  houses  were  approved,  50  being  Discretionary  Grants 
and  12  Standard  Grants.  Improvements  to  65  houses,  including  14  improved 
by  Standard  Grants,  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  total  number 
of  houses  improved  now  stands  at  534.  The  average  total  cost  of  Discre¬ 
tionary  Improvements  during  the  year  reached  £851,  and  the  average 
percentage  grant  38.2%. 

In  my  report  for  1962,  I  referred  to  the  survey  of  Council  houses  that 
was  then  being  undertaken.  This  was  completed  during  1963,  and  a  great 
deal  of  very  useful  information  was  obtained,  and  reported  to  the  Council 
at  that  time.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  fact  to  emerge  was  the  degree 
of  under-occupation  that  exists:  of  the  1,149  houses  inspected,  314  were 
under-occupied,  the  position  being  worst,  interestingly  enough,  in  the 
parishes  with  the  largest  Waiting  Lists  for  Council  houses. 

It  has  been  the  Council’s  policy  to  transfer  such  tenants  to  smaller 
accommodation  when  they  have  been  willing  to  move,  but  the  general 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  such  tenants  to  do  so  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of 
the  314  tenants  concerned,  only  39  had  applied  to  move  to  smaller  accom¬ 
modation.  In  my  view  this  situation  will  have  to  be  corrected  before  long, 
and  given  a  vigorous  bungalow  building  programme  to  provide  the  alterna¬ 
tive  accommodation  needed,  a  policy  of  persuasion,  inducement,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  compulsion  will  be  required. 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  Housing  Statistics  for  1963,  steady 
progress  was  made  with  the  clearance,  closure,  or  reconditioning  of  the 
remaining  unfit  houses:  in  particular,  the  erection  of  a  large  batch  of  houses 
in  Upavon  enabled  us  to  rehouse  8  tenants  and  thereby  virtually  complete 
slum  clearance  work  in  that  parish. 


Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses 


Urgent  cases  residing  in  district  ... 
Non-urgent  cases  residing  in  district 

1962 

63 

.  189 

1963 

105 

192 

Total  for  district 

.  252 

297 

Urgent  cases  residing  outside  district 
Non-urgent  cases  residing  outside  district  .. 

14 

55 

25 

78 

69 

103 

Grand  Total 

321 

400 

Housing  Statistics  for  1963 


1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  By  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(b)  Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  ...  37 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ...  97 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  18 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  60 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Informal 

Action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(A)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 
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(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  16,  17  and  27  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  formal 
action 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled 

(D)  Proceedings  under  sections  42  and  43  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  informal  action 

(iv)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 
demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes 

(E)  Proceedings  under  section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled,  as 
a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit  . . . 

5.  Housing  Act,  1957,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  of 
year 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  ... 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  year 


3 

7 

6 

13 

9 

4 

13 

4 

2 

2 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


No  major  works  of  water  supply  were  undertaken  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  only  village  now  without  a  mains  supply  is  Oare,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  scheme  for  providing  such  a  supply  to  this  village  will  get  under  way 
in  1964.  At  the  moment  not  less  than  93%  of  the  population  obtain  a  supply 
of  water  from  either  public  or  private  piped  supplies,  and  when  the  Oare 
scheme  is  finished,  the  percentage  will  be  as  near  to  100  as  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  in  a  district  of  this  kind. 

During  the  year  a  further  effort  was  made  to  step  the  frequency  of 
routine  water  sampling,  and  as  a  result  some  213  samples  were  taken,  an 
increase  of  25  over  1962  and  of  98  over  1961.  The  results  are  given  below. 
All  the  waters  are  alkaline  in  character,  with  no  risk  of  plumbo-solvency, 
and  the  fluoride  content  is  about  0.1  parts  per  million. 


Public  Water  Supplies 


Netheravon,  Enford, 
Upavon,  Charlton, 
Rushall,  Manningfords, 
North  Newnton,  Pewsey, 
Woodborough,  Wilcot 

Burbage, 

Milton  Lilboume, 

Easton  Royal, 
Collingbournes  Kingston 
and  Ducis 

Ludgershall,  Chutes 


Wootton  Rivers 


North  Tidworth 


Everleigh 


Chlorinated  supply  from  boreholes  owned  by 
Council. 

pH  value  7.4.  Total  hardness  190  p.p.m. 

37  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  borehole  owned  by 
Council. 

pH  value  7.5.  Total  hardness  260  p.p.m. 

36  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  purchased  in  bulk  from 
Andover  R.D.C. 

pH  value  7.5.  Total  hardness  235  p.p.m. 

40  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  deep  well. 
pH  7.1.  Total  hardness  285  p.p.m. 

28  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

pH  7.5.  Total  hardness  210  p.p.m. 

36  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

36  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 


In  addition  to  the  samples  listed  above,  a  further  11  were  taken  from 
various  private  wells  and  sources. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


The  principal  happening  of  note  during  the  year  was  the  commencement 
of  the  long-awaited  Netheravon  Sewerage  scheme,  which  will  abate  some 
of  the  worst  nuisances  in  the  district.  A  problem  that  has  arisen  in  an  acute 
form  in  certain  parts  of  the  district  is  that  of  the  disposal  of  farm  effluents. 
Some  of  these  give  rise  to  very  considerable  nuisances,  quite  apart  from  the 
river  pollution  that  is  caused,  and  in  places,  connection  to  the  sewer  is  the 
most  practicable  and  economical  way  of  abating  the  nuisance.  At  the  same 
time,  so  little  is  known  about  the  effect  that  these  strong  effluents  will  have 
on  sewage  works  that  there  is  an  understandable  reluctance  to  accept  them 
as  Trade  Effluents,  even  though  it  is  now  legally  possible  to  do  so.  This  is  a 
matter  that  requires  early  resolution  and  a  firm  policy  established,  so  that 
the  nuisances  concerned  can  be  abated,  one  way  or  another,  and  so  that 
future  sewerage  schemes  can  be  designed  with  this  factor  in  mind. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  is  one,  privately  owned,  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 
It  fully  complies  with  the  current  Hygiene  and  Cruelty  Regulations,  but 
was  not  used  for  slaughtering  during  the  year. 

Various  articles  of  food  were  condemned  during  the  year  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  as  follows: — 

168  lbs.  hindquarter  of  beef — fatty  infiltration. 

2  stone  box  of  crabs — decomposition. 

15  lbs.  diced  potatoes — contaminated  by  paint. 

Food  Premises  Generally 

The  types  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows: — 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  ...  ...  54 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fishfryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Registered  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  section  16) 
For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (pre-packed)  59 

For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  1 

For  fish  frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

For  sausage  manufacturing  and  preparation  of 

meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Only  111  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year,  a  significant 
reduction  on  the  number  made  in  1962.  Inspection  at  this  level  amounts 
to  approximately  one  visit  per  year  to  each  of  the  food  premises  in  the 
district,  and  whilst  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  such  premises  is  generally 
satisfactory,  it  requires  a  far  greater  number  of  inspections  to  maintain  the 
standard  than  was  obtained  in  1963,  or  for  that  matter  in  1962. 

This  matter  causes  me  grave  concern,  and  attempts  will  be  made  to 
improve  the  position  in  1964,  but  with  the  continued  and  rapid  growth  of 
the  Council’s  other  responsibilities,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  a  real  improve¬ 
ment  can  be  made  without  increase  of  staff. 

Of  the  premises  concerned  6  were  found  to  be  not  up  to  standard  in 
various  minor  particulars.  Informal  notices  were  issued,  and  compliance 
with  them  secured  quite  quickly. 


MILK 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  table  below  186  milk  samples  were  taken  during 
the  year,  in  comparison  with  213  during  1962.  The  main  reason  for  this 
reduction  was  the  inclement  weather  of  early  1963  when  no  sampling  was 
possible.  As  compared  with  1962  there  was  a  noticeable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  samples  failing  the  various  tests.  This  happy  improvement  was 
mainly  due  to  the  installation  of  a  new  pasteurising  plant  in  a  neighbouring 
county,  the  plant  previously  installed  having  been  responsible  for  the  great 
majority  of  the  sample  failures  in  the  past. 

As  in  1962,  no  raw  sample  revealed  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus 
in  the  milk. 

There  were  4  registered  dairies  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
8  registered  distributors. 


Sample  Results,  1963 


Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  test  ...  168 

Samples  subjected  to  Phosphatase  test  ...  ...  132 

Samples  of  Raw  Milk  failing  Methylene  Blue  test  ...  Nil 

Samples  of  Heat  Treated  milk  failing  Methylene  Blue 

test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Samples  of  Heat  Treated  milk  failing  Phosphatase  test  4 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  examination  for  pre¬ 
sence  of  tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  30 

Samples  showing  positive  tuberculosis  reaction  ...  Nil 

Samples  subjected  to  Ring  test  for  presence  of  Bru¬ 
cella  abortus  ...  ...  ...  •••  35 

Samples  showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  test  ...  Nil 

Samples  of  milk  showing  positive  Brucella  abortus 

reaction  on  biological  examination  ...  ...  Nil 

Samples  of  Sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity  test  18 

Samples  of  milk  failing  Turbidity  test  ...  ...  Nil 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


No  major  changes  were  made  in  this  service  during  the  year.  An  elderly 
12  cu.  yd.  side  loading  vehicle  was  replaced  by  a  25  cu.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft 
Tipper,  with  a  consequent  improvement  in  efficiency  and  economy. 

The  severe  blizzards  of  January  1963  disrupted  all  transport  in  the  area 
and  rendered  the  Council’s  Tip  inaccessible  for  over  three  weeks.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  service  was  kept  going  well,  due  mainly  to  the  willingness  of  the 
men  to  work  long  hours  in  appalling  conditions. 

A  problem  that  is  looming  larger  is  the  growing  inadequacy  of  the 
fortnightly  collection  schedule  operated  in  the  smaller  parishes,  and  it  is 
quite  clear  that  before  long  the  Council  will  need  to  operate  an  additional 
vehicle  in  order  to  extend  a  weekly  service  to  those  parishes. 

Salvage  sales  for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Weight 

Value 

Waste  Paper 

93  tons  14  cwts. 

£608 

14s. 

5d. 

Rags 

5  tons  10  cwts. 

£106 

7s. 

6d. 

Metals 

£10 

18s. 

3d. 

£726 

0s. 

2d. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

When  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  of  1960  came 
into  force,  it  became  the  Council’s  policy  to  discourage  applications  for 
individual  sites,  and  so  far  as  possible,  to  channel  caravans  on  to  larger  sites 
where  a  high  standard  of  facilities  could  be  provided.  To  this  end,  a  site  at 
Upavon  was  allowed  to  expand  from  6  to  20  vans,  and  another  at  Oare 
from  20  to  25.  A  further  extension  to  this  latter  site  was  approved  during 
1963  and  it  will  eventually  hold  35  residential  caravans.  At  the  same  time, 
demand  for  individual  sites  has  increased,  and  due  perhaps,  in  some  cases, 
to  commercial  considerations,  site  operators  are  not  always  willing  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  casual  applicant.  It  must  also  be  said  that  the  casual  applicant 
is  often  exceedingly  reluctant  to  move  on  to  a  large  site  especially  when  it  is 
remote  from  his  place  of  work. 

The  extent  to  which  this  problem  has  grown  is  shown  by  the  following 
table. 


1959 

Caravans 
on“  sites  ” 

52 

Individual 

caravans 

8 

1960 

52 

8 

1961 

58 

11 

1962 

73 

13 

1963 

73 

15 

17 


It  is  now  quite  clear  that  the  Council  will  have  to  continue  to  accept 
individual  sites,  or  to  adopt  what  would  undoubtedly  be  a  better  solution, 
that  of  a  municipally  owned  and  managed  site. 

It  is  often  suggested  that  the  growth  of  the  caravan  problem  is  bound 
up  with  a  shortage  of  housing  accommodation — to  a  certain  extent  this  is 
true,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  how  very  few  of  the  occupants  of  caravans 
in  this  district  apply  for  rehousing  by  the  Council. 

Two  of  the  large  sites  in  the  district  are  exceptionally  well  equipped,  and 
receive  a  high  standard  of  management:  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall 
secure  the  same  high  standard  on  all  sites  in  the  near  future. 


PEST  CONTROL 

232  Properties  were  disinfested  by  the  Rodent  Operator  during  1963. 
No  special  problems  were  encountered.  In  addition  to  his  normal  rodent 
control  work,  the  operator  dealt  with  the  following  infestations: — 

1 1  by  cockroaches  involving  52  visits 
6  by  ants  involving  3 1  visits 
1  by  flies  involving  3  visits 
9  by  wasps  involving  13  visits 
1  by  fleas  involving  4  visits. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  control  of  infectious  diseases  involved  us  in  96  visits  during  1963. 
They  were  mainly  concerned  with  the  surveillance  of  a  small  number  of 
suspected  and  confirmed  cases  of  sonne  dysentery. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

The  Council’s  powers  of  control  are  delegated  to  it  by  the  Wiltshire 
County  Council.  When  the  15  licensed  premises  concerned  were  inspected 
during  the  year  only  5  were  found  to  be  in  operation.  All  of  them  were 
satisfactory. 


18 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1963  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

16 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

30 

11 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

46 

13 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 
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